
Energy Committee

Mission
The Energy Committee’s mission is to promote energy conservation, energy efficiency, and the use of 
renewable energy resources among the city’s residents, businesses, and in municipal affairs.  All projects 
support the Comprehensive Plan.

Members
Andrew Chalnick; Don Cummings*; Keith Epstein*; Linda McGinnis*; Karen McKenny; Marcy Murray; Tim 
Perrin; Richard Shrake; Sam Swanson; and Patty Tashiro (*Served in the rotating committee chairperson 
role.)

Accomplishments
• Continued our efforts to assist the city in meeting their commitments toward their 2017 Vermont 

Climate Pledge and 2014 resolution to Prioritize Municipal Energy Efficiency efforts.

• Met with the City Council to setup up a funding mechanism for municipal efficiency projects 
using the revenue from the Landfill Solar Project for only that purpose.

• Worked with the City Council and the City Manager to increase the city’s efforts to improve 
our building and infrastructure energy efficiency. This resulted in the hiring of an Energy 
Efficiency Manager to identify, prioritize and implement energy efficiency projects. We 
continue to meet with the Energy Manager and City Manager to help provide guidance and 
encouragement. Projects underway or completed are:

• Upgrade all city owned Streetlights to LEDs to reduce cost and carbon impact.
• Upgrade all of the lighting in the Police Station to LEDs

• Working with the city administration to develop a Revolving Fund where savings from 
municipal energy projects are “deposited” for subsequent investments in other future 
efficiency projects.

• Carried out education and outreach to encourage the public to become more energy 
efficient:

• Provided daily updates with meaningful content on Facebook and in our monthly email 
newsletter

http://www.southburlingtonvt.gov/government/city_committees_boards/energy_committee.php


• Developed and published ads promoting efficiency in digital and print versions of the 
Other Paper.

• Tabled at SunCommon’s Sun CARnival event promoting Electric Vehicles with 
committee members bringing their plug-in vehicles for display and to provide demo 
rides.

• Worked with Efficiency Vermont for them to fund energy-kits, through their “Button-up” 
program, for the committee to distribute on election day as well as Smart Thermostats 
for us to use as prizes for a contest. 

• Worked with the Planning and Zoning Director to develop a Land Development Regulation to 
require solar electric generation and battery storage on all new residential and commercial 
construction. Now following up on questions from the S.B. Planning Committee, Green 
Mountain Power, an architect, solar installers, and local developers to get their suggestions 
and feedback.

• Worked with the city administration, the school district, CCRPC and Drive Electric Vermont 
to apply for funds from the VW settlement to install Electric Vehicle chargers in the Middle & 
High School parking lot and at the new City Hall/Library. The funds were granted for the City 
Hall/Library location.

• Advised the city that the solar array on the new City Hall/Library should not require any 
outside source of funding and that it may actually provide income if developed by a 
commercial developer. We also noted that the city currently is over the state mandated Net-
Metering limit of 500kW which may limit the city’s ability to develop and connect the array.

• Advocated for Land Development Regulation (LDR) changes regarding bicycle parking 
and bicycle facilities to make bike travel more convenient to reduce the climate impact of 
automobile use. 

• Encouraged the City Council to support a bill in the legislature to remove the Net-Metering 
cap for schools and municipalities. The cap was raised form 500 kW to 1 MW for school 
districts only.

• Working with CCRPC to update our carbon inventory so we can more precisely target areas 
of our community that produce the highest amount of CO2 so that we can better tailor our 
strategies.

• Continued to lead a collaborative effort to supplement traditional airport-related noise 
abatement efforts with energy-efficiency-related insulation and associated measures.

• Representatives of the Energy Committee met with the Open Space and the Transfer 
Development Rights committee to ensure that the city’s goals for solar generation and energy 
efficiency were considered in their deliberations.

• Worked with UVM service learning team on their trip to Denmark to research topics related 
to our Energy Committee’s efforts. Arranged for them to present their excellent results at a 
meeting with members from our committee, the City Council and city staff.

• Georgetown University Energy Prize:

• Working with our Solar Partners to collect all the pledges ($7,570) that were made for solar 
projects that were installed in S.B. during the Energy Prize effort.

• Working with the S.B. School Business Manager to determine where best to invest the 
pledged amount to help reach the district’s energy reduction goals



2020 Priorities
• Support city administration in taking substantive action to fulfill the City Council’s August 2017 

Vermont Climate Pledge Coalition commitment to meet the United States December 2015 Paris 
Climate Accord pledge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions levels from 2005 by 26 to 28 percent 
by 2025.

• Support the continuing municipal effort to meet the March 2014 City Council Resolution that 
prioritizes energy efficiency and conservation actions.

• Develop Strategies, Projects, and outreach that the committee can undertake to minimize 
energy usage by residents, businesses, schools and municipal departments by driving energy 
efficiency of new and existing buildings, renewable energy generation, and low- and no-carbon 
transportation initiatives.  

• Continue to build an energy-efficient and clean energy community to maximize the health, safety 
and economic wellbeing of community members.

• Advocating for city support of key regional and statewide energy-related policies and program 
initiatives needed to achieve our long-term goals.


